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ordained in the matter of criminal law. We do not
deny that something more may be extracted from,
his speeches by inference ; but what has just been
epitomised is all that he stands definitely committed to
in the Koran.

These facts, drawn from a study of the Medina
chapters, suggest some important conclusions. It is
not unusual to compare the Koran to the Pentateuch,
and to "assert that each forms the law-book as well as
the gospel of its sect. The resemblance is stronger
than is commonly supposed. Just as the Hebrews
deposed their Pentateuch in favour of the Talmud, so
the Muslims abolished the Koran in favour of the
Traditions and Decisions of the Learned. We do not
mean to say that any Mohammadan, if asked what
was the text-book of his religion, would answer any-
thing but " the Koran35; but we clo mean that prac-
tically it is not the Koran that guides his belief or
practice. In the middle ages of Christendom it was
not the New Testament but the " Summa Theologica"
of Thomas Aquinas that decided questions of ortho-
doxy ; and in the present day does the orthodox
churchman usually derive his creed from a personal
investigation of the teaching of Christ in the Gospels ?
Probably, if he refers to a document at all, the Church
Catechism contents him, or if he be of a peculiarly
inquiring disposition, a perusal of the Thirty-nine
Articles will resolve all doubts. Yet he too would
say his religion was drawn from the Gospels, and
would not confess to the medium through which it
was filtered. In precisely the same way Mohammad-